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ADVERTISEMENT. 


7. ILE discourses were originally com- 
posed without any view to publication : - the | 
two former have been delivered to two so- 
cieties of Protestant Dissenters, and the 
last was also addressed to one of the same 
Societies. The author does not submit 
them to the public eye on account of any 
_ novelty in the sentiments, or excellence of + 
style, but because he conceives that the 
subject of the Lord's Supper does not suf. 
fictently engage the attention of Christians 
in general, and that these discourses, in- 
cluding the principal ideas upon this im- 
portant topic, being in a separate treatise, 
and a small one too, might be the means of” 
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by IV 
leading some to think seriously upon a sub- 
Jet which they have entirely neglected, or 
to review a subject to which they hure pgid 
too little attention. H they should be in- 


strumental in concincing any individuals of 
the propriety of an attendance upon the 
Lord's Supper, and of inducing them to 
celebrate that ordinance, which is 80 much 
neglected, they will neither have been com- 
posed nor published in vain. They are sub- 
mitted to the candid and serious perusal of 
the reader, and to the blessing of heaven 


by 


THE AUTHOR. 


DISCOURSE J. 


ON THE 


DESIGN OF THE LORD's SUPPER; 


AND THE 3 


ADVANTAGES TO BE DERIVED FROM AN 
ATTENDANCE UPON IT. 
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LUKE au. 19. (latter clause.) 
** THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF Mz.“ 


Furs my Friends, are the words of 
HIM whom we call our Lord and Master.. 


In the preceding part of this chapter- 
we are informed of the wicked inclina-- 
tions and endeavours of the Chief Priests 
and of the Scribes. We see malice writ- 
ten upon their hearts, cruelty inseribed: 
upon their conductt—but it we proceed: 
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a little further we shall be obliged to 
contemplate conduct blacker than that 
of the Chief Priests and Scribes, conduct 
which must wound the heart of sensibi- 
lity, and give disgust to every mind 
which is under the influence of proper 

principles. We see Judas who had pro- 
fessed himself the friend of Jesus, acting 
the part of an enemy, selling his Master 
for money, and promising to deliver him 
into the hands of those who were the 
most bitterly prejudiced against him. 
We. see him, who was a disciple of Jesus, 

Seeking an opportunity to r his. 


Feu 


It appears that this dap just ber 
fore the passover, and the historian 1 in- 
forms us, that Christ sent Peter and John 
before himself into the city to prepare 
the passover, telling them that when they 
entered they would meet a man bearing 
2 pitcher of water, whom they were to 
follow, and to whom they were thus to 


| 7 . 
address themselves; The Master saith 


© where I shall eat the passover with 
my disciples ?” Christ informs them, 
that this man would ſhew them into 


<« unto thee where is the guest chamber, 


a large upper room furnished, and he N 


commands them there to make ready. 

The disciples went, they found things as: 
their master had told them, and they 
made ready the passover; and when the 
hour was come, he sat down, and the 
twelve Apostles with him, and he said 
unto them, With desire I have desired 
* to eat this passover with you, before I 
suffer, for I say unto you, I will not 
any more eat thereof, until it be ful- 
filled iu the kingdom of God; and he 
* took the cup and gave thanks, and 
said, take this and divide it among 
*< yourselves, for I say unto. you, I will 
© not drink of the fruit of the vine, un- 
til the kingdom of God shall come. 
This seems to imply, either that he would 
no more from that time drink. of the 
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of that blood by which the new cove- 
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fruit of the vine uutil the gospel dispen- 


sation should be established, or (which 
is more probable, if we consider the pa- 
rallel passage in Matthew) that from 
that time, he should not any more par- 


take with them of any such feust, till he 
celebrated with them in the heavenly 
world a more glorious feast, till he par- 


took with them of joys more perfect. 
After the passover was eaten, it appears 
that the Lord's Supper was instituted, 
for we are told that he took bread, 
that he gave thanks, that he brake it, 


and gave unto them, saying, This is. 
my body which is given for you,” or a 


representation of my body which will be 


wounded for the sake of man, and in the 


words of my text, he says, This do in 
* remembrance of me.” In the next 
verse, we are informed that He took 
** the cup after supper, saying, This cup 
* 1s the new covenant in my blood which 
is shed for you,” or. a representation 


naut is ratified. 
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6 
You see, my friends, what is the na- 
tare of this ordinance. We are required. 


to give thanks to God, to eat bread, and 
to drink wine. | 


What I propose in this discourse, is to 
consider the design of the Lord's Supper, 
and. the advantages to be derived from it. 
I. The design of the Lord's Supper. 
It is appointed in commemoration of the 
blessed Jesus. This do in remem- 
„ brance of me.” Christ instituted this 
ordinance that his disciples in every age 
might © remember him,” but let us con - 
sider what they are to remember concern- 
ing Christ. 


Let them remember the dignity of his 
office; Jesus was the Son of God, the 
Prophet of the Most High, the Messen- 
ger of Heaven, the Messiah, the Sent? of 
God. These are declarations which both 
the words aud actions of Christ abundant- 
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ly prove. Of myself (says he) I can 
| * do nothing; it is the Father which 
| « qwelleth. in me that doeth the works. 
| The works which I-do, they bear wit- 

1 be ness of me, I came not to do my own 
| » © will, but the will of him who sent me.” 
| Look at the miracles of Christ, and you 
will be obliged to acknowledge with Ni- 
codemus that © He is à teacher sent 

| from God, since no one could do the 


it „% miracles which he did, unless God 
[ ere with him.” See him turuing the 
=. water into wine! See the stormy winds 
huſhed, and the boisterous; sea become 
Fi calm! He speaks, and lo! the lame walk, 
| the-lepers are cleansed, the' deaf hear, 
the blind receive their sight, - and the 
dead are raised; surely these are not the 
marks of an imposter, but in controvert- 
ibly justify his claim of being the Son 
of God, the promised Messiah. Let us, 
my friends, remember that Christ was 
sent by God to be a luminary * totight- 
* en the Gentiles, and to be the glory 
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* of his people Israel;“ let us remember 
that to Christ the spirit was given 
*© without measure, that he had a most 
intimate connection with Deity, and 
proved the divinity of his mission by the 


various and striking miracles which he 
wrought ; thus let us remember the bles- 
sed Jesus, when we partake of the sup- 
per which he hath appointed. Again, 
let the disciples of Christ remember the 
excellencies of their Master's character, 
when they surround his table; let them 
remember the ardour of his devotion, the 
extensiveness of his benevolence, the 
perfection of his humility, the greatness 

of his meekness, the dignity of his pa- 
tience, and the strength of his fortitude. 
Look, my friends, at these and other vir- 
tues which adorned the character of your 
Lord, consider them as so many rays 
meeting in him the great centre of excel- 
lence. Think of that piety which Jesus 
discovered, consider the fervor of his 
prayers, the seriousness of his mind, the 
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constancy of his devotion; behold the 
blessed Jesus uniting benevolence with 
piety; see him healing the disorders of 
the body, and recommending salutary 
and efficacious means for removing the 


' maladies of the mind; behold him shew- 


inga benevolent disposition not'to triends 
only, but even to enemies! See him 
fargiving those who had injured him, 
and discovering the greatest beneyo- 
lence in laying down his life for the be- 
nefit of man! Remember that he who 
*© was rich for our sakes became poor, 
„ that we through his Py —_ be 
made rich. N | 
* Humility was another trait in the cha- 
rafter of our Lord. In ur yow se no 
airs of self. importance, though he was 
in the form of God, yet he did not 
on this account boast of his likeness 
to Deity, ** but made himself of no repu- 
** tation, and took upon him the form 
Jof a servant;“ though he did possess 
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that power, that wisdom, and that, good- 
uess which belonged to no other man, 
yet he did not make a parade of these 
perfections; on the contrary, he always 
discovered the greatest humility, and 
ascribed all to God. Let us, my friends, 
think of this excellence of our Saviour, 
thus let us remember him at his table. 


Meekness is another virtue which 
adorned the character of Christ. Jesus 
was meek as well as lowly in heart; the 
storms of passion never raged within his 

soul, but gentleness swayed his mind and 

regulated his actions. And in him you 
also see the virtues of patience and forti- 
tude shining with the greatest lustre; for 
while you behold in him the feelings of 
humanity, you see all the strength of 
philosophy, all the energy of religion. 


Remember, then, my friends, the 
meekness, the patience, the tortitude of 
Christ; in short, remember all the ex- 


let those who surround the table of the l | 
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was the child of poverty; he was the sub- | 


he was so poor that he had not where to 


ys tradured as a wine · bibher, as a friend 
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that Piety marked the blessed Jesus for 
her own; that Benevolence owned him 
as her parent, and that Humility, Meek- 
ness, Patience, and fortitude, gloried in 
him as their greatest friend. Farther, 


Lord remember the- sufferings and death 
of Christ. N 


To commemorate the sufferings and 
death of Christ seems to have been the 
principal design of the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper. Jesus was, according to 
the Prophet's language, A man of sor- 
* rows and acquainted with grief. He 


ject of persecution and the heir of death? 


lay his head, and the women ministered 
* unto him of their substance.“ But po- 
verty vas not the worst oa which 

he endured; insult was his attendant, us 
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Satan, whom they considered to be the 
great author of evil. He was harrassed 
by his enemies, and driven from place 
to place by the malignant spirit of the 


into the hands of those who hated him: 
He was betrayed, he was mocked, he was 
scourged, he was spit upon, he was cru- 
cified. Never was any sorrow like unto 
his sorrow. How inexpressibly great 


an appearance like great drops of blood! 


My God, why hast thou forsaken me!“ 


sufferings of Jesus; they were such as 


cross, his body fastened to an erect, and 
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of publicans and sinners, as in league with 


scribes and pharisees, and at last he fell 


were the agonies which he endured in 
the garden of Gethsemene, when he per- 
spired to such a degree. that there was 


and how sharp were his sufferings upon 
the cross when he cried out My God, 


Ah, my friends, great indeed were the 


topgue cannot utter, as heart cannot 
conceive. View him extended upon the 


his hands to a transverse beam, thus sus- 


. is 


pendeil between two malefactors. BEe- 
hold him thus suffering a painful and an 
ignominious death forguilty men. Think 
often, my friends, of the sufferings and 
death of Christ, and particularly when 
you eat bread and drink wine in remem- 
brance of him, who loved you, and 
gave himself for you, that he might 
wash you from your sins in his own 
„ blood.” | 
Again, remember the ascension and 
exaltation of Christ, when you are at the 
table of the Lord. Remember that Christ 
burst the bars of death, and by that glo- 
rious event proved himself a conqueror 
Over all his foes. Remember that he 
rose on the third day, according to his 
prediction, and that this fact is attested 
by the strongest evidence by the guards 
—by the women by the Apostles. Re- 
member those striking circumstances 
; Which attended this grand event, —the 
earthquake, the descent of augels, the 
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surection of saints. But, my friends, 


view the Saviour not only rising from the 
dead, but ascending into heaven: Con- 


template him as seated upon his throne, 


as the great head of the Church. Be- 
hold him exalted “ far above all princi-- 
* palities and power.” Consider him as 


receiving the reward of his obedience, 
and preparing mansions of everlasting 
bliss for all his faithful followers. Once 
more, let me intreat you to remember 
Jesus as that glorious personage who is 
constituted the Judge of mankind; who 
shall come to decide the fates of men, to- 
pass the sentence of approbation upon the 
righteous, but of condemnation upon the. 


again, to be gloriſied in his saints, 
and to be admired by all them who 
* believe, but to take vengeance upon 
those who know not God, who obey. 
* not his gospel. ——But it is time for. 
me to consider, e 


* 
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wicked. Remember that he will come 
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II. The adyantages which are to be. 

derived from a serious and frequent re- 

membrance of Christ at. his table; such 

a remembrance of Christ will tend to im- 
press our minds with the great evil of 
sin. 


When we consider that Chriſt was 
the Messiah, the Sent of God; when. 
we consider that he possessed every vir- 
tue ornamental to the human character, 
when we consider that he suffered the 
painful. and ignominious death. of the 
cross for the benefit of man; when we 
consider that he not only died for our 
sinus, but rose again for our justifica- 
*«« tion,” and ascended. unto the heaven- 
ly world, from-whence he will come again. 
to reward and punish mankind accord-. 
ing to their real characters; when, we: 
consider the wonderful apparatus which. 
hath been provided for the salvation, 
of man; surely we shall consider sin as; 
the very csence of evil, as the res- 


19 


image of deformity ; we shall be convin- 
ceed that the prevalence of sin would. have 
been the prevalence of confusion and 
misery, and that therefore it was the 
greatest act of benevolence in the Father 
to send his Son to stem the torrent of 
iniquity, „to seek and to. save that 
| © which. was lost. 17 | 


Again, a serious and frequent remem- 
brance of Christ at his table would be a 
mean of establishing our faith and ogy 


on a solid foundation. 


It is certainly a matter of great impor- 
tance to have our faith built upon a rock, 
to have our hope established on a solid, 
basis; and nothing, my friends, wilt 
have a greater tendency to confirm our 
faith, and to strengthen- our hope, than 
a serious and frequent remembrance: of 
Christ at his table. Here we shall take: 
the most impressive review of those ar- 
guments which will confirm us in our? 
belief of the Christian religion. 
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By considering the profession which 
Christ made, when he called himself the 
Messiah; by considering those miracles. 
which he wrought to prove the divinity 
of his mission; by considering the ex- 
cellence of his character; by consider- 
ing his death, his resurrection, his ascen- 
sion, his exaltation, his second coming; 
our faith must be strengthened, our hope 
enlivened. From such meditatious we 
shall derive those principles which will 
convince us that we are the disciples of 
a master who was really a teacher sent 
from God; and having our faith thus 
established, our hope will be also estab- 
lished; for then we shall rejoice in tlie 
expectation. of hereafter seeing him, 
© whom having not seen we devoutly. 
love, in whom though now we see him 
©* not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy. 
* unspeakable and full of glory.” 


| Farther, a frequent and serious remem- 
brance of Christ at his table will be the. 
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mean of supporting us under all the 
troubles of this present life. 

This, my friends, is a world of trouble, 
and therefore it is desirable to have some 
armour which may serve as a defence 
against its multiplied attacks: The true 
Christian is furnished with this armour, 
but where does he provide himself with 
it? Does he not derive it from the word 
of God, and the ordinances of divine ap- 
pointment? Yes, my friends, it is here 
that you must look for it. At the table 
of the Lord you will find that armour 
which will defend you against the cala- 
mities of human life, or those consola- 
tions which will support you under them. 
There will be represented in the liveliest 
and most impressive manner the patience 
and fortitude of one who endured the 
greatest trials; there you will learn what 
is your duty, what is your wisdom; you 
will remember that Christ hath left 
an example, that you CNA fallow bis | 
te $teps,” 


2 


2 10 this ordinance vou will behold him 
who having passed through, the $Orrows 
of life, and through the vale of death, 


| bath arrived at the temple of everlasting 


happiness; from his throne of glory you 

may hear him using those truly consola- 
tory and encouraging words, Where 
I am, there also shall my servant be. 
Thus will you learn to consider the af- 
flictions of this life as only light and mo- 
mentary, as not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed 
when the Saviour shall descend from 
heaven to change these bodies of our hu- 
miliation, and to fashion Win like unto 
his own per ee 


a a frequent, al a Jevout re- 
membrance of Christ at his table will 
have a tendency to animate oun ; zeal, 
and MOREY our een | TIES 

If there ba any tiles,” my bad 
which can a tend to make 1 us More n 
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in the cause of religion; which can make 


us more punctual in our obedience to the | 
divine commands; surely it must be an 
attendance upon the Lord's supper; it 
must be that remembrance of Christ 
which we have been explaining. | 


Can we contider the dignity of Christe 
office the excellence of his charater— 
the greatness of those zufferings which 
1e underwent for the welfare of man 
an we consider the glory of his resurrec- 
ion, ascension, and exaltation=—<can we 
ontemplate the majesty which shall 
ark the character of our Lord at his 
xcond appearance, and be unaffected? 
an we dwell upon these things without |_| 
ving the flame of gratitude kindled'in 
r breasts towards our God and father? 


hout having our love increased ta- 
rds Jesus, „who for the joy that 
vas set before © him endured” the 

ross, despising the shame, and is set 


in we meditate upon these things 
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* down on the right hand of the) throne 
« of God?” Can we; think of these 
things without having our hearts expand 
in love to the brethren? Can we attend 
at the table of the Lord, and remember 
Christ, as we should do, without form- 
ing that pious resolution of“ not living 
to ourselves, but to him who died for 
<a; and rose again?“ 9 995 


The more Pale ts; and seriously we 
attend upon that ordinance which Christ 
hath appointed iu remembrance of him- 
self, the greater will be the vigour and 
zeal of our souls; we shall possess greater 
holiness ourselves, and more ardently 
wish to see the spirit of religion prevail 
amongst our brethren ; in fine, we shall 
spare no pains to diffuse the knowledgt 
of the Lord, but shall do our utmost ti 
promote the best interests of our fello! 
men. Whilst we are stedfast in our obe 
dience to Christ we shall use our; bet 
exertions to engage others to becon 
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the same, mutually encouraging one ano- 
ther by the pleasing reflection that our 
labour in the Lord shall not hs: in vain. 

i o. fiQUIE!! 

TMPROVEMENT. 
Lettie ut 24 
What has a said tends. ** correct 
the absurd notions which have been en- 
tertained respecting the ordinance of the 
Lord's supper. Many are the absurdi- 
ties which have been grafted upon that 
ordinance appointed by Christ as a me- 
morial of himself. The veil of myste- 
ry has been thrown over this ordinance, 
and it hath sometimes been almost en- 
tirely covered with the rubbish of super- 
stition. The doctrine of transubstanti- 
ation has been connected with it ; a doc- 
trine which our senses declare to be false, 
and which reason utterly rejects. The 
bread hath been converted into Deity, 
a water hath been the suhject of adora- 
tion; and not only amongst Papists, but 
mne e 
in 
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ing this ordinance have been entertained 
wlich neither reason nor scripture war- 

rants. Some have considered a partici- 
pation of this ordinance upon a dying 
bed as a passport to heaven; and Chris- 
tians in general have attached that sanc- 
tity to the Lord's supper which they 
have denied to other ordinances which 
are in themselves equally sacred, Such 
notions, my ſriends, ate the offspring of 

Ignorance and the very es8ence of super- 

stition; for if we properly. reflect upon 

the nature of that ordinance whieh Christ 

appointed in commemoration of himself, 8 

we see nothing which can make reason | 

shudder, or faith stand aghast; ; we see 
nothing required of the disciples of Jesus 
in this ordiuance but to give thanks to 

God, to eat bread and drink wine in re- 
membrance of their Master; and in this 

what do we see Which is contrary to sim- 

plicity, E856 Sony dene 49 i 


A Sinws the age of the Lord's sup- 
per is so excellent, and the advantages 
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of a serious and regular attendance upon 
it so numerous, let us admire with gra- 
titude and affection the wisdom and 
graee of him . neee, t. , 


In this e — e ve hw 
hold the wiſdom and grace of the great 
Redeemer. When we properly contem- 
plate this subject, we are obliged to say 
of Jesus, what the evangelist John said 
long ago, that he knew what was in 
** man,” Christ was acquainted with 
the infirmities which adhered to hu- 
man characters; he knew their tempta- 
tions, he knew their | wanderimgs, he 
came to be their benefaQor, and/appoint- 
ed an ordinance in reniembrance of him- 
self. In this behold the visdom and 
grace of Christ. In Jesus behold that 
penetration which belonged to no com- 
mon character; behold that kindness 
which was never seen in any other inha- 
bitant of the earth! While we-contem+ 
plate the wisdom and' grace of -the Re- 

C2 
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deemer; let our hearts burn with grati- 


tude, and our souls be adorned with | 


love. Shall we think of other charac- 
ters with gratitude and affection, and 
shall we never cherish the emotions of 
gratitude and love towards him who next 


to God hath been our greatest friend? 


Shall we never discover a grateful and an 


affectionate admiration of the wisdom 
and grace of Christ in the appointment 


of the supper, which brings him imme- 
diately before the eye of our minds, and 
which places him there as the Son of 
God, as the Saviour of man? Surely we 


shall not act so inconsistent a part as to 
admire with gratitude and love, the wis- 


dom and grace of common benefactors, 

and yet be insensible to the wisdom and 
grace of that benefactor who hath ap- 
pointed an ordinance adapted to promote 
our greatest advantage. This, my friends, 
I would hope cannot be; this, I will be 
bold to say, ought not to be the case. 
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duty of all sincere Christians to remem- 
ber Christ, to commemorats him at his 
table. What command, =! friends, can: ; 
be more positive thay that which Christ 
hath given to þ5- disciples respecting the 
rememb of himself at his table — 
e command is so much neg- | 
lected by the Christian? But, my friends,” | 
whatever be the couduR of others, let 
me beseech you to remember Christ at 


his table, if you be the sincere disciples. 0 
of Christ. 


It is the duty of the young and old: 
disciple, of every. one who. is convin- 
ced of the truth of Christianity, and 
ho endeavours to: act according to 
ts genuine principles. Why, my Chris- 
ian friends, do you absent yourselves 
rom this ordinance? We do. not wish 
ou to consider it in that very awful 

ight in which it has been represented; 
e do not put any obstacles in your way; 

C. | 


3; We learn that it is the indispensible- 21 


we require no creeds of human inven- 
tion, no experiences; we only require 
from you to satisfy your on cansciences. 
of the reality of your faith in Jesus, and 
to prove to us tha 2 are Christians by 
the general tenor o N ogurenation. 
8 then, ye, 10 have luwerto 
neglected this ordinance, give in your 
names, and join us at the table of the 
Lord; yet let none come, but those who. 
are convinced of the sincerity of their 
| profeſſion ; ; and let ALL who are convin- 
ced of this delightful truth, who are ac- 
quainted with the religion of Jesus“ who 
shew that they are acquainted with it, 
Wk - bringing forth its fruits in their, lives, 
obey the command of Jesus, when he 
—_ THIS DO, IN \DENENVRANER OF; 
« A” fy 
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DISCOURSE I 


on Tus ' 


PERPETUITY OF THE E ORDINANEE: 
LORD'S SUPPER. 
— 2 Ä—— 


1 ConiIx TR. xi. 26. 


For as aſten as ye eat this bread and drink: 
this cup, ye do shew the. Lord's death. 
till he come. Sack fa s 


F AITH; — it is built upon evidence- 
will stand firm; it. will remain unmoved- 
by the winds of speculation, and by the: 
storius of, scepticism. PRACTICE, also, 
when it is built upon a proper basis will. 
bear the closest inspection, nor will it, 
suffer from the strictest investigation. 


These observations may be applied to 
the. subject to which my text refers, 
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which is the ordinance of the Lord's: 
supper, and especially to its perpetuity. 

If this ordinance was appointed by: 
Christ, and if the arguments for its per- 
pe tuity in the church have any weight, 
no judicious Christian will be afraid of 
having the subject discussed, but on the 
contrary will think it a duty and a plea- 
sure to give a reason for his faith and his 
| conduct. | 


Being pereuaded in my own mind that: 
the Lord's supper is an ordinance of di- 
vine appointment, and an ordinance too, 
which is bindiug upon real Christians 
who live in the present day, as well 1 
those wee lived in the Apostolic age, T 


> * „ 


ing such ideas; in other whids, I Shall 
endeavour to prove the perpetuity of. 
this ordinance. 


I. It seems to have been & general 
custom amongst the different seis into 
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which the religious world hath been di- 
vided, to possess some badge of distinc- 
tion from their neighbours. | 


Though in many respects there was a 
great similarity between the religious 
customs of the ancient Greeks and Ro- 
mans, yet we know that they were dif- 
ferent; we know that there were some 
days observed by the one, which were 
not regarded by the other; there were 
some ceremonies in which they were 
agreed, and some in which they varied. 
There have always been certain leading 
features in every religion, something pe- 
culiar to each; customs which have been 
observed by one sect of religionists, have 
by another been considered as nugatory 
and ridiculous. Now, my friends, if 
this be the case with every other reli- 
gion, why may there not be some dlistin- 
guishing badge of the Christian reli gion? 
Is it not reasonable to suppose that this 
is the case; and what more distjnguishe 
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ing mark can there be than that of the 
Lord's supper, which Christians believe 
10 have been appointed by Christ as a 
memorial of his death? Is not this cir- 
cumstance therefore a presumptive ar- 
gument in favour of the Lord's supper 
being of divine . e | 10 of per. 
petual obligation. = s 


| | 
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H. God himself des former Japon 
sations to mankind thought proper to 
appoint particular rites for his people, 
in order to distinguish them from the 
rest of the world. Upon Abraham he 
enjoined the rite of cireumcision, as a 
seal of his promise, which was like wise 
enjoined in after ages upon the posterity 
of Abraham. The Israelites were also 
"required to keep the seventh day holy 
unto the Lord; they were required to 
keep the passover; they were required 
to observe many ceremonies, which it 
would be needless now to mention. but 
which were evidently enjoined with a 


* 


a 
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view of making a distinction between 
them and the rest of the human race. 
But though the Mosaic œcõpmomy was 
full of burdensome rites, and was intro- 
ductory to a more perfect dispensation, 
yet we have reason to believe that in 
this particular, there wauld be an agree- 
ment between the Jewish and Christian 
dispensations—that both would have 
something peculiar to themselves; and 


this will be the case, if we admit chat 


the ordinance of the Lord's supper was 
of heavenly origin, that it is a | pay 
tual obligation, 11 


III. We have sufficient eyidence that 
Christ did introduce the ordinance of 
the Lord's supper. The injunction is men- 
tioned by three of the Evangelists, and 
is confirmed by St. Paul in that para- 
graph whence the text is taken. 


It will not 3 to A 
the words of the several Evangelists and 
the Apostle Paul in their order, 


„ 
And as they were eating (says Mat- 
4 thew) Jesus took bread, and blessed 
God, and brake it, and gave it to the 
* disciples, and said, Take, eat, this is 
„my body; and he took the cup aud 
gave thanks, and gave it to them 
saying, Drink ye all of it, for this is 
© my blood of the New Covenant which 
is shed for n for top remission an 
** 8jns, ict! f 94 474. 


44 Mark 80 us, And as they did 
te eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, 
* and brake it, and gave to them, and 
* said, Take, eat, this is my body; and 
** he took the cup, and when he had 
„given thanks, he gave it to them: 
and they all drank of it, and he said, 
© This is my blood of the New Cove: 
2 nant which is Shed for are. 15 


3 


Luke gives us the following narrative 
= — 


11 
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concerning this institution. And he 
took bread, and gave thanks, and 
© brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
This is wy body which is given for 
«you; this do in remembrance of me. 
© Likewise also the cupafter supper, say- 
ing, This cup is the New Covenant in 
my blood which is ſhed for ou 
ni | 

Paul informs us that what he nv 
upon this ſubject was by revelation. 
„For I have received (says he) of 
© the Lord that which also I delivered 
c unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took 

5 bread, and when he had given thanks 
* he brake it and said, Take, eat, this is 
** my body which is broken for you, this 
« do in remembrance of me. After the 
„same manner also he took the cup 
* when he had supped, saying, This 
N ay is the New Covenant in my blood, 


— —— — —— U — 


* Luke at. 0 2 ee 
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this do in remembrance of me, for as 
often as ye eat this bread and drink 


* this cup, ye do ſhew (or ſhew ye) the 
" ers death till he come. * 


After having heard these different tes- 
timonies, surely we cannot but suppose 
that the ordinance of the Lord's supper 
was appointed by Christ, and limited to 
no particular period of time. | 


IV. The reaſons for which the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's supper was at first 
instituted, are much ſtronger in the later 
ages of the church, than they could be 
in the apoſtolic age. Consider what was 
the design of it ; Was it not intended to 
be a memorial of the death of Christ, 

of that death which he suffered for the 

good of man? Was it not intended to 
preserve a remembrance of the dying 
love of Christ in the minds of the genu- 
| * 1 Cor, xi. 23-26. 5 


* 
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ine disciples of Jesus ff it were de- 
signed according to the language of my 
text, to © ſhew the Lord's death till he 
come,“ then is there not a peculiar 
force and propriety in the institution in 
this later age of the church, more than 
there could be at the time when it was 
ſirst instituted? If ever it was proper to 
attend upon an ordinance, which brings 
Christ before the eye of the mind, it 
muſt be proper now. The Christians in 
the firſt age could not ſtand. in need of 
such an institution so much as we do, 
for some of them saw aud conversed with 
Christ; consequently, after he had left 
the world they must often have had his 
image before their view, they must often 
have seen him, and they must have re- 
collected those pathetic scenes of which 
they were witnesses; they could not 
have forgotten the ignominy to which 
he was exposed, and the tortures which. 
he endured upon the cross. Surely it 


must have been impossible for them ever 
D 2 
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d have erased from their minds those 
deep impreſſions which must have been 


engraven as it were with an iron peu 
upon each of their hearts. 


It muſt be acknowled ged however, 
that the ordinance of the Lord's supper 
would not be without the greateſt use 
even to the immediate disciples of our 
Lord; but if it was a duty and a privi- 
lege in the first age of the church, cer- 
tainly it muſt be equally incumbent upon 
us, and equally conducive to our advan- 
tage to attend to it, as it was for the 
Apoſtles: Indeed, we will go farther aud 
say, that it is more necessary for us, than 
for the Apostles, more advantageous to 
those who live in these times, than to 
those who lived in the first age. If this 
reasoning be solid, then we may be sa- 
tisfied that the ordinance of the Lord's 
supper, which was appointed by Christ, 
was not designed merely far the Aposttes, 
but was intended to be of ns ob- 
* 
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V. If we consider the language of 
Christ upon this subject, we shall have 
reason to think that the Lord's supper 
was intended to be a perpetual memorial 


of his death; and so it was undoubtedly 


understood by the Apostle Paul. What 
is the language of Christ ? .** Do this i in 
** remembrance of me.” Here we see 


no limitation; here is a general com- 


mand, a command which we have rea- 
son to believe was not to be reſtricted to 
the Apostles, but to extend to other 
Christians; a command which was not 
to be observed merely in the first age, 
but in every succeeding period of: the 
church, even so long as the world Shall 
endure. 


Had. the command been given only to? 
the Apostles or first Christians we have 


reason to think that there would have: 
been some limiting clause, but we see 


no such thing: Christ thus expresses 


| r * Do this 1 in remembrance of. 


D 8s . 


"« me, ” and if de spake with authority | 
upon any len he did en this. 


be too, my friends, what were- 

the sentiments of the Apoſtte Faul upon 

this interesting subject. Did he not think 

fjt of perpetual obligation? Did he not 

_ write thus? © For as often as ye eat this 

e bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew 

(or as it might have been translated, 

ſhew ye) the Lord's death t ill he 
come.“ | 


In the Lecter the institution, as given 
us by Paul, who received a revelation 
upon this subject we have not the least 
hint of any limitation of time. 


«We find by this letter to the Corin- 
ttzhians (says a judicious. writer“) that the 

revelation which was made to Paul upon 
the rr ot of the Lord's supper as very: 


— — — — 


—BW . 
— — 
— VIM — 


baun Dneatrs Maguine ol J. p. 359. 


particular and minute. One should 
think that what was so soon to be laid 
aside (admitting the truth of the suppo- 
sition we are new examining): would: 
scarcely have been renewed with so much. 
solemnity. | 


** By the calculation of Pr. Lardner; / 
which is the most favourable for this hy- 
pothesis, this. Epistle was written in the 
year 56, only 15 years before the destrue- 
tion of Jerusalem, and had this been the 
coming of our Lord alluded to in this 
passage, one would rather have supposed 
that as the Lord's supper had been aftu-. - 
ally greatly abused among the Corinthi- 
ans, instead of being restored to its ori- 
ginal purity, by a direct revelation, it 
would either have been immediately abo- 
lished, or suffered gradually to die away; 
if we conclude with Bishop Pearson, that 
this epistle was not written till the n | 
65, this argumeut is still stronger. 
The remarks of this writer are very u. 
dicious, and deserve attention. 
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Though the coming of Christ may 
Sometimes refer to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, yet we must not always 80 
understand the words, and especially in 
the present instance, for the reasons 
which have been already given. If the 
ordinance had been designed to continue 
only to the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
Apostles surely could not have beeu ig- 
norant of it, and if they knew it, they 
certainly would not have concealed it 
from their tellow Christians. 


The writer W fe quoted, ob- 
serves that the Apostle John survived | 
that event, and was an active minister 
in the church more than 26 years after 
it, and he asks, Is it at all probable 
that he would have suffered a mistake of 
this kind without eutering his protest 
against it?“ 4 
vI. The ordinance of the Lord's up- 
per hath Subsistcd 1 in some form or other 
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from the first age of the church even to 
the present time. | | 


We know that this ordinance was cele- 
brated in very early ages of the Church, 
in those immediately subsequent to the 
times of the Apostles; the names of Pliny, 
Justin Martyr, Ignatius and others will 
prove the truth of this remark, and from 
their days, even to our time, this ordi- 
nance hath been observed in some form 
or other, though it hath been shamefully 
_ mutilated and strangely abused. Upon 
this ordinance was engrafted that mon- 
strous absurdity, the doctrine of transub- 
stantiation, a doQrine which makes senſe 
shudder and reason stand aghast. | 


> < 4 


It was first started (says a good * wri- 
ter upon this subject) by a Monk at the 
beginning of the ſeventh century, and 


. 
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* Dr. Harris“ Discourse upon Transubstags 
tiation, p. 34. 35. | g | 
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was afterwards countenanced by the 
Council of Nice, which firſt introduced 
the worthip of images, and with a design 
to support it in opposition to the Council 
of Constantinople. It was afterwards 
brought into the Latin church at the lat- 
ter end of the ninth century, and was 
contested and opposed ſor above 300 
years by many of the most learned and 
pious men of those times, and was not 
made an article of faith till the fourth 
Lateran Council under Pope Innocent 
the third, in the twelfth century, and 
that in a very imperious and unprece- 
dented manner, by the mere authority of 
the Pope, without the concurrence aud 
consent of the Synod ; the same Pope 
who deposed our king John, and first set 
up the Inquisition. 


It was not properly established till 
the Council of Trent in the fifteentli 
century. This is the pedigree of this 
spurious offspring, these the circum- 
stances of its conception aud birth.“ 
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Any person who reads the history of 
the Church, will see that the ordinance + 
of the Lord's supper hath been observed 
in every age, though it hath been shame- 
fully misunderstood and abused. An air 
of mystery hath hung about it, and still 
hangs about it in the opinion of many 
persons; it hath been placed on a throne, 
and every other at tlie foot of it. 


The Lord's supper, however, hath been 
administered in past ages, and in the 
present age it is observed by the greater 
part of the different sects, into which the 
Christian world is divided. 


If we consider therefore the practices 
of Christians in any age of the Church, 
we have reason to believe that the ordi- 


nance of the Lord's supper is of Pape. 
tual obligation. 


* 


APLICATTo v. 


1. From what has been said, we infer 
the error of those who deny the obliga- 
tion and perpetuity of this ordinance. 


When we consider that every religion 
hath had some distinguishing badge 
when we consider that God himself 
thought proper under former dispensa- 
tions to appoint particular rites, that he 
might preserve a distinction between his 
people and the rest of mankind— when 
we consider that it is a fat that Christ 
introduced the ordinance of the Lord's 
supper, which is evident from the ere- 
dible histories of the Evangelists, and 
the testimony of Paul——when we con- 
sider that the reasons for which the 
Lord's supper was at first instituted, 
are more forcible now than they were in 
the Apostolic age—when we consider 
that the language of Christ and the 
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apostle Paul relating to this subject can- 
not be fairly understood in a limited: 
sense—and lastly, when we consider that 
this ordinance hath suhsisted in ſome 
form or other from the first age of the 
Church to the present time, we must 
conclude it is of perpetual obligation, 
and that those who deny their obliga- 
tion to observe it do not allow the ar- 
guments their full force, but are under 
the dominion of error. 


2. We infer from what has been said, 
the folly and guilt of those, who, whilst 
they acknowledge that this ordinance is 
of perpetual obligation, neglect this plain 
institution, and disobey the commands 
of their Lord. Is it possible for me to 
plead any excuse for such persons? The 
Lord's Supper i is certainly a mean of pro- 
ducing piety and. virtue; therefore those 


persons who are convinced of the truth 
E | 
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of the Christian religion, and of the per- 
petuity of this ordinance, and who in 
other respects act as Christians, cannot 
be freed from the charge of a culpable 
neglect in absenting themselves from it. 
Indeed we use terms too mild for those 
who thus disobey the injunction of their 
Lord. If this be the command of Christ 
ve ought to obey it, for how can we love 
bim as we should do, if we obey not his 
commands? and this, my friends, is a 
command so reasonable and easy, that 
those persons are very foolish or very 
culpable who neglect it. 


3. Let us venerate the character of 
him who appointed this ordinance. 
Ought we not, my frends, to respect the 
memory of those, who have exerted 
themselves on our behalf? Ought we 
not to hold in veneration those charac- 
ters, which have lived for the great pur- 
pose of doing good? and was not Christ 
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the greatest philanthropist which ever 
lived, and is not the institution of the 
Supper, a proof of the kindness of our 
Master? Did he not consider, when 
he appointed it, how apt we ſhould be to 
forget him? Did he not consider that to 
remember him, would tend to promote 
our resemblance of him? Did he not 
compassionately appoint bread to be eat- 
en and wine to be drank in commemo- 
ration of him who died that we might 
live? If this ordinance sprang from be- 
nevolence, ought we not to feel the high- 
est respect for him who appointed it? 
Yes, my friends, Jesus is eutitled to our 
most affect ionate regard. Let us then 
venerate him as the Prophet of the Most 
High, as the Saviour of man, as that glo- 
rious Personage whose love was stronger 
than death. 


4. Let those who have seen the pro- 
priety of commemorating the death oS 
we” 87 
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Christ, and who have received bene- 
fit from it, rejoice at the return of the 
celebration of this ordinance, and at- 


tend . upon it with ſuitable wr: ed 
tions, 


I address myself to you who have com- 
plied with the dying command of Christ, 
to you who have considered it your duty, 

and found it to be your privilege. —Re- 
joice, because you are still favoured. 
Consider this ordinance as a feast to your 
souls, and be glad; be concerned to che- 
rish proper dispositions, when you are 
at the table of the Lord. Cherish love 
to God the great author of salvation, 
love to Christ who submitted to death, 
even the death of the cross, for the eter- 

nal benefit of man. 


Think of sin as the greatest enemy to 
human happiness; resolve by divine 
grace to avoid it. Let every grateful, 
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pious and benevolent . reign 
in your souls. 


„Ae had ee 
* shew the Lord's death till he come.“ 


- * 
1 
; 
- 
* 
z % 
* P ” 
"4 
„ 
ww ? 
7 * 
4 * 
: = 
* 

| 

. 's q\ 
'\ 4 

* 
1 * Py „ 
9 s % 
N » 
7 = * ". 
; 
= 
- 


DISCOURSE II. 


OBJECTIONS TO AN ATTENDANCE 


ON THE 


LORD'S SUPPER 
CONSIDERED & ANSIVERED.. 


Rom. xiv. 5. (latter clause.) 


Let every man be fully persuaded in his 
2 own mind.. | 

Tur great Apostle af the Gentiles 

seems to have been a strenuous advocate 
for free enquiry and liberty of conscience. 
The words of the text are not the words 
of persecuting Saul, but of Paul a convert 
to Christianity, the warm and steady 
friend of Jesus. In the preceding verses 
of this chapter, the Apostle gives some 
advice, and makes some very pertinent 


— 
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observations respecting the difference of 
opinion, which subsisted between differ-- 
ent Christians concerniug the propriety of 
eating or abstaining from particular kinds 
of food, and likewise concerning the reli- 

gious observations of certain days, or the 
non-observance of them. , These are sub-- 
jects which were agitated between the. 

Jewish and Gentile conyerts.. | 


The Apostle addressing himself to the 
Christians who were at Rome, says, 
% Him that is weak i in the faith receive | 

7 "es one. believeth t that he may ęat all 
4 things, another who is weak eatetn 
« herbs: let not him that eateth despise 
him that eateth not, and let 1 not him : 
10 which eateth not "Judge ! him that eat - 
„eth, for God hath receiyed bim, | 
« Who a art rt thou | that judgest another 
« man 8 deten to his « own master he 
6 standeth o or falleth Vea, he shall be 


« holden up: for God is able to make 


8 
* him staud. One man esteemeth one 
* day above another: Another esteem- 
* eth' every day alike.” | © Let every 
* man (says the Apostle in the words of 
the text) be fully persuaded in his own 
* mind;” or (as Dr. Doddridge renders 
it) Let ever y man freely enjoy his on 
hy Sentiment.” 9 * | 


It is not my design in this diseourse 
to consider the propriety or impropriety 
of eating any particular kinds of food, 
or of the observance or non-observance 
of any particular days asset apart to E 
ligious purposes. The words which 1 
have seledted 1 shall adopt as a motto to 
a discourse upon the *©Objections which 
* are either openly avowed, or seeretiy 
© entertained against an attendanee upon 
te the institution of the Lord's Supper.“ 
In two former discourses upon the sub- 
ject of the Lord's Supper, I have endea- 
voured to point out the nature and de- 
sign of it, with the advantages which are 
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thenee to be derived ; and have attempt- 
ed to prove that the ordinance 1s of per- 
petual obligation. I shall now consider 
those objections which prevent many 
pious Christians from an arenen upon 
this institution. 


That many of the real disciples of 
Jesus are prevented from coming to this 
ordinance in consequence of some objec- 
tions which appear to them to be insur- 
mountable, is what I think cannot be 
disputed by any who are acquainted with 
our religious assemblies, Every effect 
must have some cause. Nowit is a well 
known fact, that the greater part of the 
regular members of our societies either 
leave the place of meeting, when the 
institution of the supper is to be cele- 
brated, or satisfy themselves with being 
merely spectators of the scene. Here 
is an effect, what is the cause? It is prob- 
able, that there are objections of differ- 
ent kinds, which influence the minds of 


I. 


different persons. These I shall now 
consider. 


1. The first objection arises from a 
mis1aterpretation of a passage in Scrip- 
ture relating to this subject. There are 
many excellent characters who do not 
deny the perpetuity of the ordinance of 
the Lord's supper, and who are perfectly 
satisfied concerning the clearness and 
authority of the command respecting it, 
but who say that it is a very solemn de- 
claration that ** he that eateth and drin- 
*eth unworthily eateth and drinketh 
* damnation to himself.” Such, my 
friends, is the objection which is frequent- 
ly brought forward, but I hope to make 
it appear that it is an objeRion which is 
unauthorized both by reason and revela- 
tion. Mistranslations and deducing cer- 
tain doQrines from detached passages of 
Scripture have been the two grand 
sources of error; they have given rise to 
the most erroneous notions concerning 


- 


60 
the Supper of our Lord, and ak 
there i is no place in the New Testament 
where the translators of the common 
version have made 80 unhapo a blunder 
as the passage alluded to in the ohjection, 
*« He that eateth and drinketh un- 
£ worthily eateth and drinketh damna- 
tion to himself.“ The word here ren- 
dered dumnation, every person who, is at 
all acquainted with the Greek language, 
knows signifies judgment, and 80 un- 
doubtedly it ought to have been traus- 
lated in this place; and the meaning of 


tmhe word jucgment in this verse may 


be easily learnt from an attention to 
the context. From an examination of 
which, it is very evident that the word 
judgment had a reſerence to those tem- 
poral punishments which were inflicted 
upon the Corinthians for their abuse of 
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, and 
no relation whatey er to the punishments 
of a future state. It appears, my friends, 


that the Coriuthians had been accustom- | 
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ed to convivial meetings which were 
called Agape. or love- feasts, and that 
they confounded the Lord's Supper with 
these feasts. At these entertainments 
it seems to have been usual for each per- 
son to take some provision to the place 
vhere they met; and we are informed by 
the Apostle, that when the Corinthians 
met together to celebrate the institution 
of the Supper, they converted this reli- 
gious ordin ance into a scene of intem- 
perance, and acted indeed contrary to 
the usnal custom at the love-feasts, where 
all, rich and poor, partook of the com- 
mon stock, but here they separated 
themselves into parties. Every one 
took before another his own supper, 
and one was hungry and another was 
© jntoxicated.” Paul reproves this con- 
duct in the most pointed manner. 
„What (says he) have ye not houses to 
eat and to drink in, or despise ye the 
„ hurch of God, and shame them that 
have not? What shall I say unto you, 
1 
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shall T praise you in this? J praise you 
* not.” The Apostle in the four next 
verses gives an account of the institution 
of the Supper and the design of it, which 
was to commemorate the death of Christ 
till his second coming; after which he 
thus proceeds, Wherefore, whosoever 
„shall eat this bread and driuk this cup 
shall be guilty of the body and blood 
* of the Lord;” q. d. Whosoever shall 
partake uf this ordinance in an irreverent 
manner, turning it into a scene of intem- 
perance, or not observing it with his fel- 
low disciples, shall be guilty of depreci- 
ating the death of Christ, shall be charge- 
able with treating the Saviour with con- 
tempt. The Apostle in the next verse 
observes, But let a man examine him- 
self, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup, q. d. let him 
consider, whether his manner of partak- 
ing of the ordinance be agreeable to the 
form or end of the institution, for, (adde 
he, in the words before alluded to) He- 
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that eateth and drinketh unworthily 
* eateth and drinketh judgment to him- 
self, not discerning the Lord's body, 
i. e. he who partakes of this ordinance 
in an irreverent manner, bringeth punish- 
ment to himself, not observing the de- 
sign of the institution, nor making a 
proper differeuce between this ordinance 


and a common meal. For this cause 5 


(says the Apostle) many are weak and 
** sickly amongst you, and many sleep. 
From these words we learn in the 
elearest manner, what is the meaning 
of the former verse, where it is said, 
++ He that eateth and drinketh unwor- 
*thily eateth and drinketh judgment 

eto himself. It is very plain, that the 
Apostle had a reference to temporal pu- 
nishment, such as infirmity and sickness, 
and a loss of present existence, and not 
of the punishment of a future state, as 
some have imagined. Again, the Apostle 
observes, For if we would judge our- 


7 selves, we should not be judged, we 
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« are chastened of the Lord that we 
should not be condemned with the 
* world;” q. d. if we would but make 
a proper distinction between a. common 
meal and the institution of the supper, 
# we would but consider how different. 
aur manner of attending to it is to the 
torm and intention of it, we should not 
be punished of God, but when we are 
thus punished it is for our good, that we 
may not be finally condemned. with the 
: wicked. | ne 


„The Apostle (it hath been justly, 
observed“) expresses the afflictions of 
this life, and immature death by being 
judged, and eternal punishment * being 
9 4 


«« Wherefore, my brethren, (says Paul): 
„hen ye come together to eat, tarry: 
© one for another. And if any hunger 
* Vide Goadby's Illust. in loc. 


© let him eat at home, that ye come not 
together unto condemnation ; and the 
rest (says the Apostle) will I set in 
** order when I come.” In these verses . 
St. Faul ſhews them what is their duty, 
he intimates, that when they intend to 
celebrate the ordinance of the Lord's 
supper, theyshould wait for one another; 
that they ſhould eat the bread together, 
which is a mark of mutual affection, and 
which is designed to intimate that the 
death of Christ was a great, an unspeak- 
able benefit to all Christians, to the rich 
and to the poor, to the high and to the 
low. St. Paul guards the Corinthians 
against converting the institution of the 
supper into a common meal, and tells 
them, if they are hungry to eat at home, 
that their irregularity might not be the 
means of drawing on them punizhment- 
from. God. = 


| From what has been said, I hope it is 
Sufficiently manifest, that the language 
F. 3 | 
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of Paul is not of that terrific: nature 
which many excellent Christians have 
been inclined to suppose. 


The whole affair (says a good wri- 
ter“) of eating and drinking unworthily 
in St. Paul's sense, is confined to the 
frame of our minds, and our behaviour 
at the very time of our performance of 
this religious duty. Had not some of the 
Corinthians been guilty of great and 
_ criminal indecencies at the very time of 
the celebration, we had not heard of the 
crime and danger. of. eating and drink 
ing unworthily, and now we do read of 
it in St. Paul, we see it plainly to be 
their eating this bread and their driuk- 
ing this cup with a behaviour and dispo- . 
Sitions utterly. unsuitable to. the end of 
the institution, which. was .the. serious 


— * 


— — 


* Hoadley's Plain Account of the nature and | 


end of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, pu 76, 
N, 78. | 


3 
and religious remembrance. of Christ; 
and in such a manner as plainly ſhewed. 
that the bread and wine ordained for the. 
remembrance of our Lord's body and 
blood in this rite were not thought of by 
them, so as to be discerned (or differ - 
enced as the word signifies) from the. 
bread and wine taken at a common 
meal.” Whoever, therefore, eats this 
bread and drinks this wine with. a seri- 
ous and Christian frame of mind, and a. 
behaviour suitable to the design of the 
institution, partaking, of it as a sincere 
disciple of Christ, under the sense of his 
own strict obligations as sueh, remem- 
bering his body broken and his blood 
shed at the same time, and doing the 
whole in remembranee of Christ, as his 
Lord and Master, certainly cannot pos- 
sibly be said to eat and drink unworthily, 
or as far as this particular religious ac- 
tion is concerned, to behave himself un- 
suitably to it, or to his own character as 
4 Christian.“ These I consider as the. 
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remarks of an enlightened mind, as wor- 
thy of being imprinted upon our hearts, 
and treaſured up in our memories. 


2. Closely allied to the objection, 
which we have been considering, is ano- 
ther, that the Lord's Supper is an ordi- 
nance for the most perfect Christians, 
for those who are well established in the 
ways of religion. 


This objection, my friends, is founded 
upon a wrong principle ; it supposes that 
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper is a 
more sacred ordinance, than any other; 
but where, my friends, is there any proof 
of this? Do the Scriptures teach us that 
the institution of the Supper possesses a. 
- peculiar sauctity ? Do they assure us that 
greater preparation is necessary previ- 
ous to our attendance upon it, or when 

we attend, than upon any other ordi- 
nance of divine appointment? If they 
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do, I must eonfess that L am ignorant 
of such a declaration. Does reason tell 
us, that there is any thing more sacred 
in the institution of the Supper, than in 
the more common duties of prayer and. 
praise. No, reason tells me that nothing 
can be more solemn than an address to. 
Deity. The Supper of our blessed Lord 
ought undoubtedly to be observed in a. 
serious manner, but our prayers ought to, 
be presented to the heavenly throne with. 
equal seriousness. 


To suppose that the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper is designed merely for 
those Christians, who are very far ad- 
vanced in the religious course, is an 
opinion which seems to me to be without 
foundation either in reason or in Scrip- 
ture. 


The ordinance of the Lord's Supper is 
designed to increase a spirit of deyotion. 
and to strengthen our virtue, which 1s 


2 
* 


the design of other ordinances. Was not 
the institution of the Supper appointed 
in commemoration of the death of Christ? 

Was it not designed to bring our master 
to our remembrance, and does not a re- 

membrance of him tend to kindle in our 
souls the flame of devotion? Does it not 

tend to cherish the plants of virtue? and 

yet is this ordinance designed only for 
the most perfect Christians? Surely it is 
likewise adapted and designed for the 

Sincere Christian, who has not attained 

to the greatest eminence of piety and 
virtue. 


'Tho' weak his faith, and cold his love, 
Yet let bim not despair; 
Jesus a friend to him will prove, 
E'en now-a feast prepare. 


We ought, my friends, to consider 
whether we be sincere in our profession 
of the Christian religion, and not absent 
ourselves from the ordinance of the 


I] 
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Lord's supper, because we are not arrived 
at that pitch of devotion and virtue 
which others have attained. 


We may consider ourselves as unwor- 
thy to sit at the table of Christ, but. (to 
adopt the language of a writer* whom I 
have before quoted) no man can be 
said to be worthy, in strictness of speech, 
to approach God in prayer, but he may, 
notwithstanding this, pray worthily or 
perform that religious duty in a manner 
and with a frame of mind in such a de- 
gree worthy of it, (that is suitable to the 
end of it) that it shall be acceptable to 
God who requires it, notwithstanding 
his imperfections and failings. So in 
the present case a Christian may be un- 
worthy, strictly speak ing, to pay religi- 
ous honour to his Lord and Master in 
the Lord's Supper, but every sincere 
Christian called upon to perform this 


——_— ————_———____—C————_—__— 


* Hoadley's Plain Account, &c. p. 78, 79. 
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duty, may perform it worthily, or with 
thoughts and behaviour suitable to the 
end of it, that is with a serious remem- 
brance of his Master for which it was 
instituted.” 


3. It hath been said, that whilst the 
world entertains superstitious notions of 
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, it 
may bring disgrace upon religion to 
attend upon it, unless we be very far 
advanced in the ways of piety and vir- 
tue. . 


In matters of indifference, my friends, 
it may be right to © become all things 
to all men,” but it certainly cannot'/be 
right to neglett a positive command of 
our Master on account of the opinion of 
others. If persons have superstitious 
notions concerning the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, can it be right for us to 
countenance such notions by our con- 


duct? surely not. We, my friends, in- 
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stead of making the superstitious no- 
tions of others, concerning the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's Supper, the bar to 
prevent us from attending upon it, be- 
cause we are not so perfect as some 
others, and may aſter our attendance 
upon this ordinance fall by some temp- 
tation, should consider what is our faith, 
what is our profeſſion, what is our deter- 
mination. Now, my friends, if we be 
firmly persuaded that Christianity is a 
religion of heavenly origin, if we make 
a profession of our faith by an attend- 
ance upon Christian worship, if it be 


our determination by the grace of God 


to walk according to the example of our 
Master, and to obey his commands, and 
thus to act consistently with our faith 
and profession, then certainly we should 
not, through a fear of doing wrong, ab- 
sent ourselves from an ordinance which 
was instituted by Christ, and which is 
calculated to iucrease devotion and 


strengthen virtue. Surely we ought not, 


G 
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out, of love to Christ, ta, neglect his 
commands; this were to do evil that 
good may come. It, my. friends, you. 
believe that Christ was. a teacher sent 
from God, if you believe his word ta be 
divine, you cannot surely. resist that 
voice which says. This da in re- 
e membrance of me.” If. you be sincere. 
in your profession of Christianity, you 
will be desirous of growing stronger and 
stronger; and if this be your desire, 
ought you not to use every mean to pro- 


mote 80 important au end; and is not 


the supper of our Lord admirably adapt- 
ed to strengthen vonr faith, ra quicken 
your zeal, to cherish your obedience. 


I am willing to acknowledge that he 
who attends upon the institution of the 
Supper, makes the most public. profes- 
sion of the Christian religion, buacause 
this ordinance. is, peculiar to it; and £& 
deliver it as my opinion, that none but. 
eingere Christians, and that all who are 
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auch, should attend upon this Institu- 
tion, and that an attendance upon it 
should be Ice a beacon to preserve them 
from the rocks of vice, should be as a 
lamp to direct them into the path of real 
holiness and genuine virtue but surely 
uo sincere Christian can with propriety 
absent himself from the Lord's Supper 
from au idea that he needs not be so cir- 
cumspect, if he make not this most pub- 
lic profeſſion of Christianity. To sup- 
pose this, would be to suppose that a 
true Christian can have a love to sin. 
Now if this be the case, surely the sin- 
dere Chtistian, who tieglects to attend 
Get institution of the Lord's Supper, 
because there is a danger, beciuſe there 
a poſſibility in some future period of act- 
ing in some respect inconsistently with 
a Christian profeſſion, and thus bring- 
ing disgrace upon religion, must be 
governed by an improper principle; 
for if it be right that this consider- | 
G2 
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ation should influence one sincere Chris- 
tian to negle& this ordinance, why 
ought it not to influence another? $0 
that by and by there will be none who 
obey this dying command of Christ. 
Besides upon the same principle we 
might absent ourselves from public 
worship, for those who regulary attend 
upon Christian worship are supposed to 
make a profeſſion of Christianity, and 
therefore we might say, we will not go 
to the place where ** prayer is wont to 
be made,” where addresses are pre- 
sented to heaven in the name of Christ, 
lest by the inconsistency of our conduct 
we should disgrace the holy religion of 
Jesus. But, my friends, do you suppose 
that this is a sufficient reason for conti- 
nuing at home on the Christian Sabbath, 


for absenting yourselves from the table 
of the Lord? 


I trust you are convinced it 18 not 
sufficient; no more is it right for the 
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sincere Christian to refuse to eat bread- 
and drink wine in remembrance. of 


Christ. 


It is a well known maxim that we une 
not to argue against the use of a thing 


from the abuse of it, and therefore tho 


some who have made the most open pro- 


fession of Christianity have acted incon- 


sistently with that profession, and have 
thus disgraced the religion which they 
professed; yet we, if sincere, should not 


on this acconnt neglect the dying com- 
mand of the blessed Jesus; but when in 
scenes of temptation should resist the 


call to vice and say, How can I do this 


great wickedness and sin against God, 


*© whilst I profess to glory in the cross of 
Christ by which the world is crucified: 


to me and 1 to:the world.” 


4, There is another circumstance 


which L acknowtedge is not publicly 


avowed as an objection to this ordinance, 
G 3, N 
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but which I conceive may have some 

weight in preventing persous from an 
attendance upon it, and that is, the ex- 

pence of the subscription which is annex- 
ed to it. In answer to this, I can only 

say, that the design of this subscription 
is partly to defray the necessary expences, 
and also to assist the needy disciples of. 
Christ, and thus to ſhe our attachment 
to our master; for he hath said, Inas- 
„much as ye have done it unto one of 
** the least of these my brethren, ye have 
s doue it unto me, but certainly it is 
not required of those to contribute who. 
have it not in their power; certainly it is 
not right for any person to contribute 
more than their ability will permit, but 
we know that the widow's mite will meet 
with the same acceptance as the rich 
man's gifts. Subscription is no part of 
the Lord's Supper, and should by no 
means prevent any from an attendance 
upon it. The practice of receiving cop- 
per coin in some places is well worthy 
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imitation, as it gives an opportunity to 
some of gratifying their benevolent feel- 
ings, who otherwise could not do it. 


The objection to an attendance on the 
Lord's Supper arising. from the-require- 
ment of creeds and experiences I have 
not considered, since you“, my friends, 
are not subject to such restraint; you. 
are not bound by such fetters, you have 
not so learned Christ. 


To conclude, my brethren, let we urge 
it upon you all to act according to your 


* This had a particular reference to the So- 
ciety to which these discourses were addressed 
With respect to chose Societies which require 
creeds concerning matter of doubtful disputations, 
it is suſſicient to observe that Christ seems not to FE 
have authorized any such customs; that they ane N 
swer no good. end, as they may be written or 
spoken by the hypocrite as well as the man of 
sincerity, and as they are an impediment in the 
way of some modest but serious Cistiaans. 


real sentiments. Do not smother the 
voice of conscience; no, let the great 
empress of the mind exercise her proper 
8way. If you be convinced that it is a 
duty to attend upon the institution of the 
Supper, shew that you are thus convinced 
by giving in your names and joining: 
your fellow Christians in commemoration: 
of the 1 death. 


If you be not convinced that it is your: 
duty, but have any objection which has: 
not been mentioned, should not justice 
to yourselves and to us induce you to: 
make us acquainted with fit?“ Should 
not there be some partioulay reason to 
justify a sincere Christian in absenting 
himself from the Lord's Supper? Is it 
not the duty of Christians to consider 


*. The author of this discourse ished to know: 
whetner there was anv other reason which pre- 
vented his Friends from an attendance upon the 


Lord's dupper. 
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the influence of example? Those who do 
not attend upon this institution should 
remember that they may by their con- 
duct prevent others from attending upon 
it. However we do not wish to domi- 
neer over your consciences, or to per- 
suade you to any thing which seems to 
you uncommanded. We wish to see 
every sincere professor of the gospel who 
has no reason of his own for absenting 
himself from the table of Christ, appear 
there and bear his public testimony to 
the truth and excellence of the religion 
of Jesus.—Remember, my friends, the 
important and solemn words of Christ, 
* Whosoever, therefore, shall confess 
© me before men, him will I confess also 
„ before my Father who is in heaven, 
* but whosoever shall deny me before 
* men, him will I also deny before my 
Father who is in heaven.” 


Consider seriously, my friends, what 
has been said, but * let every man be 
fully persuaded in his own mind.“ 


APPENDIXS.. ..., 


2 in the Monthly Magazine“ 
intimates, that the origin of tran- 
substantiation has never yet been suffi- 
ciently cleared. After some farther ob- 
servations on this subject and the Lord's 
Supper, he thus proceeds: But the 
rite still remains, although in the read 
and wine we do not any more imagine 
we eat the real body, or drink the real 
blood of Jesus. I have long been desi- 
rous of discovering the origin of this 
extraordinary ceremony, but my enqui- 
ries have hitherto been baffled. In a 


C_————_——————————— _ 


* Monthly M 


agazine, No. 32, p. 406. 
H 
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among a mass of other matter there is a 
note on this curious topic, which as I 
know not to deny, -I-would-wish to offer 
to your theological correspondents, ei- 
ther to refute or explain. The note in 


question is the follow ing, literally trans- 
ä 


Christianity is nothing but im- 
proved Judaism. I will give one in- 
stance whieh I have never before re- 
marked. The Sacrament for whieh so 
many have sufferecl, is a simple rite, 
now performed every sabbath night by 
the religious Jew. Wine and bread are 
placed by the master of the house. 
Aster a benediction he bands the cup 
round, and, breaking the bread, 
gives to eaeh a portion. Jesus amidst 
is disciples was performing this rite, 
<« called Ktedush, and in the allegorical 
„stile of a young rabbin, said of the 
bread and we, © this is my blood, 


* and this is my body,” which they 
certainly were when assimilated in 
** his person. To this simple circum- 
** stance we owe all the idiocy and cru- 


* elty of 3 en, 


oy 


40 is to this account (ſays 
the writer in the Monthly Magazine) 
* the modern Jew, while he refuſes to 
take the sacrament, actually performs 
it hebdomadally; and the modern 
Christian, while he imagines it a test 
* of his creed, in fact only joins in a 
very ancient Jewish ceremony.” , . 


? I confeſs that the ideas which are 


here atlvanced were perfectly novel to 


me, but I cannot think them equally 


solid. 
custom of eating bread and drinking 
wine in the manner mentioned in Vau- 
rien, I cannot on (als accqunt agree 
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* Vayrien, vol. II. p. 269.* , EY 
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either with the ideas there advanced, or 


with the writer in the Montbly Maga- 


zine, and suppose that this is the same 


institution which we observe when we 


eat bread and drink wine at the table of 


the Lord. Is it not possible for the Jews 
to have a custom which bears'some re- 
semblance to the- Lord's Supper without 
its being the same institution? Because 


the Jew eats bread and drinks wine in 


the manner above mentioned, is this 
any proof that the Lord's Supper was de- 
rived from this custom, or that they both 
had originally the same object in view? 
It is very evident that bread and wine 
were appointed by Christ to be eaten 
and drank in commemoration of him- 
self, and particularly of his sufferings 
and death; but does the Jew eat bread 
and drink wine for the same purpose? 
most certainly he does not; therefore 


allowing that the custom of the Jew in 
eating bread and drinking wine (as be- 


fore stated) every sabbath is an an- 


39 
cient Jewish ceremony,” this does not 
prevent our eating bread and drinking 
wine in commemoration of Christ, from 
being (a test of our creed,” and by no 
means proves that in observing tlie or- 
dinance of the Lord's Supper we are 


only joining iu an aucient Jewith ce- | 


85 rue * 
| The ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
is certainly of divine origin, and it is a 
subject which appears to me to merit 
more attention ſnom Christians than is 
generally paid to it; it is an institution 
which has been most shamefully abused 
and most culpably negleded. To me it 
seems at least probable that it was ob- 
served every Lord's dlay iu the apostolic 
age, and that it constituted a part of 
the services of every Christian sabbath. 
This is an opinion wWwuich is held by 
many of the learned. Dr. Priestly ſays, 
It cannot be deuied, that in primitive 
times all those who were classe dl a- 


K 3 


** mong the faithful received the Eu- 
* charist every Lord's day. After read- 
ing the scriptures and the exposition 
* of them, or the sermon, at which 
others might attend, they proceeded 
© to the public prayer, in which the 


L audience bore their part, at least by 
<*8aying occasionally Amen, and the 
service constantly closed with the ce- 


lebration of the Eucharist.“ 


The religious observation of certain 
days preparatory to the celebration of 
the Lord's Supper, the attending to this 
ordinance so seldom, and the requiring 
persons who administer it to be regu- 
larly ordained, whilst this is a eircum- 
stance which is not considered as of any 
importance with regard to the admini- 


stration of any other ordinance except 


baptism; all these things combined 
have undoubtedly tended to throw an 
air of superior sauctity over this ordi- 
nance than hath attended any other. 


91 
What a pity it is that Christians do not 
observe the simple rules of the goſpel, 
instead of mixing the base alloy of su- 
perstition with-the pure gold of heaven- 
ly truth ! 


Till Christians try their sentiments 
and customs by the words and examples 
of Christ and the apos es, which are 
the sure touchstone of truth and error, 
we must expect those things to prevail, 
which will conceal the beauty of genuine 
Christianity; and amongst those things 
which will have this tendeney, is that 
neglect of the Lord's Supper with which 
the generality of professing Christians 
are chargeable. Indeed there are very 
few who do observe it so frequently as 
it ought to be observed, and especially 
as it was in the apostolic age. If we 
imitated the conduct of the first Chris- 
tiaus, we should neither totally neglect 
the institution of the snpper, nor par- 
+ tially observe it by sitting at the table 


of the Lord once in a quarter, or two 


every Lord's day. We acknowledge 
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months, or at most once in a month, 
but make it a part of the service of 


that there is no absolute commaud for 
the observance of this ordinance every 
Lord's day, no more is there for public 
worthip on that day; both stand upon 


the same foundation, the example of 


the apostles and the fitness of things. 
O when will Christians shake off the 
fetters of prejudice, and attend with 
frequency upon that institution which 
Christ appointed in commemoration f 


himself! If Jesus did - vot fix any par- 


ticular time for its celebration, shall we 
on that account refrain from an attend- 
ance when we-could attend with conve- 
nience and advantage? Is this our gra- 
titude ro him who loved us, and gave 


„ himself for us? — ! Ye are my frieuds 
(says he) if ye do whatsoever I com- 


* mand you.” May these words the en- 
graven on the heart of every one 'who 
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reads these pages. May we all prove 
by our conduct on earth that we are the 
disciples of Jesus, that we may arrive at 
the heavenly world whither he is gone; 
be where he is, and partake with him of 
glory inconceivable. 


It doth not yet appear what we 
*« ſhall be, but we know that when he 
shall appear we shall be like him, for 
e shall see him as he is,” 
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